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SUBJECT: VIETNAM FAMILY REUNIONS WITH AMERICAN CITIZENS 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN GROWING CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC CONCERN 
RECENTLY ABOUT PLIGHT OF CHILDREN AND OTHER CLOSE RELATIVES 
OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN VIETNAM WHO ARE UNABLE TO LEAVE 

TO BE REUNITED WITH THEIR FAMILIES IN THE U.S. WE UNDER- 
STAND SOME CONGRESS MEMBERS (E.G., SENATORS MATHIAS, PERCY, 

AND KENNEDY) ARE COMMUNICATING WITH VIETNAMESE DIRECTLY ON 
BEHALF OF SPECIFIC CASES. THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL NEWS 
ARTICLES IN AFTERMATH OF HUMPHREY-TRUONG ESPIONAGE CASE 
HIGHLIGHTING SUCH CASES AND NOTING THAT HUMPHREY SUCCEEDED 
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IN GETTING HIS FIANCEE OUT APPARENTLY ONLY AFTER HE BEGAN 
PASSING CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS. 

2. AMERICAN RED CROSS AND ICRC HAVE CONTINUED TO TAKE THE 
LEAD ON THIS HUMANITARIAN PROBLEM. ICRC HAS TRANSMITTED 
LISTS WITH CLOSE TO 300 CHILDREN, WIVES, AND FIANCEES TO 
SRV RED CROSS IN HANOI. WHEN SRV RED CROSS OFFICIALS 
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VISITED GENEVA IN EARLY APRIL, ICRC GAVE THEM SHORTER LIST 
OF 15 AMCIT CHILDREN HOLDING U.S. PASSPORTS. VIETNAMESE 
RED CROSS RESPONSE IN THESE RECENT CONTACTS IS THAT SUBJECT 
MUST BE DEALT WITH IN U.S.-SRV OFFICIAL CHANNELS. 

3. THIS ATTITUDE IS NOW APPARENTLY BEING COMMUNICATED 
WITHIN VIETNAM AS WELL, JUDGING FROM INFORMATION RECEIVED 
FROM SOME RELATIVES. PREVIOUSLY THE EXCUSE FOR DELAY WAS 
THAT DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO BE EXAMINED CAREFULLY, THAT 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS HAD TO BE PROVIDED, ETC. WE HAVE NOW 
RECEIVED A COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE GUARDIAN OF ONE OF 
THE AMCIT CHILDREN IN HO CHI MINH VILLE, QUOTING SRV OF- 
FICIALS AT THE "OFFICE OF FOREIGNERS" AS RECOGNIZING THAT 
THE CHILD HAS AMERICAN NATIONALITY, AND STATING: "PRE- 
SENTLY WE DON'T HAVE A POLICY TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM. WHEN 
WE RECEIVE A LIST INCLUDING HIS NAME THROUGH DIPLOMATIC 
CHANNELS, WE WILL SOLVE HIS SITUATION." THE SRV OFFICIALS 
RETURNED THE DEPARTURE APPLICATION AND FILE TO THE GUARD- 
IAN. 

4. WE ASSUME RELATIVES OF FRENCH AND POSSIBLY OTHER 
NATIONALS ARE CONTINUING TO BE ABLE TO ARRANGE THEIR DE- 
PARTURE FROM VIETNAM, E.G., ON THE WEEKLY AIR FRANCE 
FLIGHTS. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE BRIEF UPDATE FROM BANGKOK AND 
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PARIS ON FAMILY REUNION EFFORTS FOR RELATIVES OF AMERICANS, 
INCLUDING INFO ON SPECIAL CASES ON WHICH WE HAVE ASKED 
FRENCH TO ASSIST. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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